Websites for the Music Classroom

Patricia Oeste

(If you access my website:  http://www.rdimusic.com, go to 
"For Teachers" and click "Websites for the Music 

Classroom" you can link through that document

without having to key in any addresses.)
Where do you start???  For years I have wanted to create a more or less comprehensive list of music education websites.  There are so many websites that are valuable enrichment tools for the general music classroom it seems to be such a daunting and almost impossible task.  I have made a list of my personal 10 favorites (ala Google "I feel lucky"!).  There is a brief description of each site included with this list.  Attached also is a list of other websites that have been recommended by music teachers across the country.  Specific thanks to Martha Stanley (Florida) and Meredith Inserra (North Carolina).  I have also included a "Webquest" that I have used for 6th grade students at my school.  

My advice is to search, search, search!  These sites are full of interesting ideas, information, and games.  Only you know what is valuable in your situation.  Hopefully this guide will point you in the right direction and save you some time online.

I FEEL LUCKY

The top 10 most valuable websites (IMO)

http://www.musiclopedia.com

This site is a musical portal for research including composers, instruments, history and much more.

http://www.nyphilkids.org

This site is fabulously fun and also instructional.  It is sponsored by the New York Philharmonic.  It can be used individually or as a class.  It includes a game room, musician's lounge, composer's gallery, instrument storage room and laboratory, conductor/soloist dressing rooms, newsstand, and composition workshop.

http://www.dsokids.com

This site is sponsored by the Dallas Symphony and has a terrific room for kids.  In the kids room, students view the orchestra seating chart (of different periods!), the instrument encyclopedia, DSOkids news, practice chair, make your own instruments, composers and much more.

http://www.sfskids.org

This site is sponsored by the San Francisco Symphony and contains wonderful information on instruments of the orchestra, a music lab, and many other fun features.
http://www.musick8.com

A must see site for all K-8 teachers!  Among the goodies:  An Idea Bank where educators around the US have shared ideas for the music classroom, a fabulous links page with pages of music educators around the US, a downloads page with coloring sheets and e-cards, a podcast room with live video performances, a kids room!  Wow!

http://www.kennedy-center.org

On this page, click on "Site index" and you will find so much to look at, including lesson plans on a variety of subjects and archival performances of great musicians.  Fabulous site.  Be sure to visit "Arts Edge" listed in the site index.  That's where most of the educational lesson plans are.  Also, broadcasts are available from the Millennium Stage - live!- for the last three years.
http://www.storylineonline.net

A wonderful site where today's actors read books out loud to children.  My students love to hear a good book, especially read by an actor on screen with good graphics!  Highly recommended.
http://www.artsalive.ca

This is a Canadian site with a variety of information on music, theater, and dance including "What's Hot" that has current features you and your students can view.  This section also contains a dance choreography section as well as a composer game.  So much information, so little time!
http://www.geocities.com/marthabees/siesforkids.html

This site includes a comprehensive list of links under many categories: music stories, composers, performers, performing, instruments, orchestras, science and music, art and music, history and music, language arts and music, lessons and research sites, music to hear online, for fun, create, extras.  Start here when searching for something in particular.

http://flickr.com

This site contains pictures that may be legally downloaded for powerpoint projects.

And more.......

Really, these should belong to the above list!
http://www.classicsforkids.com

Great website with information on composers and games and quizzes... Go to the index, find the composer you wish to study, and voila! - a broadcast complete with music about that composer.  I use this site often.

http://www.musiceducationmadness.com

A wonderful site including links, lesson plans, and downloads for the music classroom.

http://www.musictheory.net

Another must-have site.  Anything and everything for your students about music theory, including drills, games, and quizzes.

http://www.musicbulletinboards.net

Where to start.... Tracy's wonderful site including all sorts of downloads, bulletin board ideas, and most importantly - PowerPoint downloads!

http://bangertmusic.tripod.com/musicatbangert/

Meredith's site that includes a really good "Link" page and many other interesting things.

http://www.pecentral.org

A movement site that includes lesson plans for dances and other ideas for integrating movement into the classroom.

http://www.musictechteacher.com/index.htm

This site is truly amazing.  Check out the music quizzes, composer studies, and much more.

http://www.vickiblackwell.com

Words fail me with this one.  Unbelievable storage place for just about anything educational, including music.

http://www.carnegiehall.org

WOW, again....  Has some incredible visual listening maps and more.

http://www.ket.org/artstoolkit/music/preview/

This is an award winning site for teachers called the Arts Tool Kit.  There are many video clips of various musical performances/genres available.  Also lesson plans can be downloaded.  Genres include bluegrass, jazz, folk among others
http://www.musanim.com/

A fabulous site where you can see and hear classical music.  Using animations, this site offers classical pieces visually.  Very interesting.
More Websites that are recommended by music teachers around the country

General

http://www.madison.k12.wi.us/thoreau/

A site that contains a very comprehensive list of music books.

http://www.tucsonsymphony.org/kids/index.html - kids orchestral info site

http://www.montereysymphony.org/Eduindex.htm - kids orchestral info site

http://www.laco.org/kids - kids orchestral info site

http://opera.stanford.edu/op4all/ - OPERA site where recordings are available for download along with discussion guides/lesson plans.

http://www.philharmonia.co.uk/thesoundexchange/home_page/ - instrument sound sources and many other delightful activities.

http://www.music.vt.edu/musicdictionary/ - good pronunciation of words and definitions of musical terms.

http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itps/0905/ijpe/hasse.htm - a musical tour through the US; many styles and time periods are included.

http://www.clermontyellow.accountsupport.com/flash/UntilThen.swf  - a patriotic presentation of pictures and a song about our fighting military in Iraq.

http://www.enchantedlearning.com - wonderful site for creative ideas.  Requires a membership of $20.00 per year.

http://humanpingpongball.com/improv_games.html - theater improvisation game site.

http://www.wdav.org/nav1024.cfm?cat=14&subeat=43&subsub=65 - a site with 15 creative listening adventures.
http://www.helander.se/stefan/pachelbel/ - site dedicated to Pachelbel's Canon

http://www.songsforteaching.com/ - songs you can download to teach educational concepts.

Composers
In addition to the resources listed at the beginning of this handout, add the following:

http://www.classical-composers.org - resource for composer information

Games

http://reverent.org/mozart_or_salieri.html - a quiz to know if you can tell the difference between Mozart and Salieri.
http://svt.se/hogafflahage/hogafflaHage_site/Kor/hestekor.swf - singing horses
http://www.philtulga.com - Great activities including science of sound experiments, drumming, morse code music.

http://www.quia.com/hm/20381.html - online musical hangman

Recorders
http://www.recorderhomepage.net/ - this site is so comprehensive, it is hard to imagine needing another site about recorders.  Many music sound clips and detailed history.

http://www.hants.gov.uk/hrs/finger/cfinger.html - interactive recorder fingering chart

Instruments

http://www.thirteen.org/publicarts/orchestra/orchestra03.swf - instruments game

http://www.oddmusic.com/gallery - bizarre instruments - extremely interesting!
World Music
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/worldmusic - very comprehensive site about world music.

http://afropop.org - guide to African music and World Music on the radio

http://globalrhythm.net - world music information, downloads, store

http://www.calabashmusic.com - listen to world music

http://www.smithsonianglobalsound.org/sgs_live.aspx - video performance and interviews of World musicians.  Must register

Jazz and Pop Music

http://www.jazzinamerica.org - lesson plans, information

http://www.emplive.org/education/index.asp?categoryID=24&ccID=69 - great web site including lesson plans and a detailed archive.  Many ideas for bringing jazz into the classroom.
http://www.pbskids.org/jazz - awesome kids jazz site including interactive games, timeline, and much more.

http://www.rockhall.com - Rock 'n Roll Hall of Fame site

Graphics and Tools
http://www.musicards.net - great cards for drilling music theory

http://wizard.4teachers.org/ - web poster wizard
http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/ - create puzzles on line

http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/Printables/index.shtml - printable worksheeets

http://www.Make-Your-Own-Karaoke.com - downloadable program for removing vocals from CDs

http://www.bingocardcreator.com - make your own bingo cards on your PC

http://www.learner.org/resources/series105.html - for older students, downloadable videos from the Annenburg Foundation.

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/ - free program for recording and editing songs.
http://www.teachertube.com - educational You tube!

http://www.montessorimaterials.org - free, downloadable music cards

Science and Music

http://www.exploratorium.edu/ - incredible science site!

http://www.zipped.org/index2.php?&file=cool.salt.wmv&sort=Date&skip=0&show=5 - salt experiment where the salt moves into different positions due to fluctuations in pitch.  Be careful about showing in school - questionable language on page.

http://www.engagingscience.org/games/ - online science activities

http://www.galaxy.net/~k12/sound/index.shtml - several experiments about sound and music

History

http://www.contemplator.com/america/ - popular songs in American history.
http://mw.mcmaster.ca/home.html - site about medieval life including information on music, religion, etc.
http://www.hyperhistory.com/online_n2/History_n2/a.html - extensive site on historical events and figures.

http://www.carolinaclassical.com - index of classical music websites.  Very detailed

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi - history of America.  Interactive

Lyrics
http://www.lyrics.com - go here to see what your students are listening to.  Complete index of lyrics to popular songs.

http://www.indianchild.com/nursery%20rhymes.htm - musical nursery rhymes.

http://www.lyon.edu/wolfcollection/songs/songs.html - Ozark folk song collection
Oddities

http://tinyurl.com/crhgj - music for One Apartment and 6 Drummers.  Stomp-like video in an apartment.  Excellent
http://www.songtapper.com/ - tap the rhythm of a song.

http://farfar.2038.com/cow3/live/DswMedia/english/loader.html - Boogie in the Barn - create your own music

http://84.40.3.164/ - fabulous Honda Chorus inspiration

http://www.parachutingtrees.co.uk/rushmore.htm - singing Mount Rushmore
http://myschoolonline.com/site/0,1876,1121-151830-1-46148,00.html - fun music site for kids

http://www.tropicalglen.com/ - play popular songs from selected year.

http://www.musicfriends.org/fun/celeborch.html - famous people who have studied music

http://www.igudesmanandjoo.com/igujoo.htm - brilliant comedic musicians

http://www.desktopblues.lichtlabor.ch/ - create the blues on your desktop

http://www.riversongs.com/fun/music.html - lead a jazz band!

http://www.stomponline.com - STOMP site with ideas for lesson plans that correlate to the stomp production.

http://www.pulsethemovie.com - STOMP's new DVD Pulse has a site where you can download lesson plans, links, ideas.
http://www.gemueseorchester.org - a fabulous site presenting musical instruments made with vegetables.  Includes a video clip from a live performance.
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